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themselves clean the lanes and the houses of the districts into which they were sent. The relief which this work rendered to the plague patients was enormous, and the measures adopted by the Swami gave the people confidence. This work endeared him to the public, as they saw that he, indeed, was a practical Vedantin, a teacher who brought to bear the highest metaphysical doctrines of the Vedanta in the tangible form of relieving the wants and afflictions of his fellow men.
The Swami remained in Calcutta until   the   possibility   of an epidemic had passed away, and the stringent plague regulations withdrawn to the great relief of the citizens.    Already plans were being formed to make a journey to the Himalayas with his Western disciples.    Mr. and   Mrs.   Sevier,   who  had taken up their residence in Almora, after a   personal   tour   of India, in turn following upon  a long stay at Simla,  were also welcoming the Swami by letters.    Accordingly, on the  night of May the eleventh, a large party left the Howrah station for Kathgodam, whence the journey was to be made   to   Almora via Naini Tal.    In  the party were the Swamis   Turiyananda, Xiranjanananda,  Sadananda  and   S-varupananda,   and   Mrs. Bull, Mrs.  Patterson, wife of the American Consul-General in Calcutta, the Sister Nivedita and Miss Josephine MacLeod. It -was Mrs.   Patterson  who  had  befriended the   Swami   once, during the early days of his preaching in America, by   taking him into her home when she heard with indignation   that  he was refused admittance in the hotels of the city owing to  his   , colour.    Since then she became a great   friend   and   admirer of the Swami, and when she came to know   of  the   proposed journey she at once joined the party without   caring  for the whispered criticism and the probable outcasting by the higher official world of Calcutta.
The Swami worked until the last moment. Only the night before, he had held a long "questionand-answer class" at which all the inmates of the monastery attended. The journey now undertaken was again due to his constantly in* creasing ill-health.